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When Worlds Collide: Early American Civilizations and European Contact  (Duration 1- 2 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. In ancient times, migrating  peoples settled the Americas, where their descendants developed complex societies 
2. Columbus’s voyages set off a chain of events that brought together the peoples of Europe, Africa and the Americas. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How did pre-historic cultures of the North American continent differ from the Europeans whom they encountered? 
2. What were motives for New World colonization? 
3. Describe the impact of the Columbian Exchange on the New World.  
4. What are the different interpretations of the “push/pull” factors that influence the migration of peoples? 

Vocabulary • Culture 
• Civilization 
• Colonization 
• Indigenous 
• Matriarchal 
• Iroquois Confederacy 
• Albany Plan 
• Columbian exchange 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S1 C1 PO1 (SS)  Interpret historical data displayed in maps, graphs, tables, charts, and geologic time 
scales. 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C1 PO5 
(PS)  Evaluate primary and secondary sources for:  authors’ main points, purpose and 
perspective, facts vs. opinions, different points of view on the same historical event, and 
credibility and validity  

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C2 PO1 (PS)  Describe Prehistoric Cultures of the North American continent  US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C3 PO1 
(PS)  Review the reciprocal impact resulting from early European contact with indigenous 
peoples 

 

US & AZ History Resources 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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First Nine Weeks 

Colonization and Revolution   (Duration  4 - 5  Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. The first permanent English settlement in North America was founded in Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. 
2. English Puritans came to North America, beginning in 1620. 
3. Conflict between Great Britain and the American colonies grew over issues of taxation, representation and liberty. 
4. Tensions increased throughout the colonies until the Continental Congress declared independence July 4, 1776. 
5. Strategic victories in the South and at Yorktown enabled the Americans to defeat the British. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How were the New England, Middle and Southern Colonies different and/or similar? 
2. Was the French and Indian War more significant to American history than the Revolution? 
3. What audiences did the Declaration of Independence target? 
4. What events led to American Revolution? 

 

Vocabulary • Declaration of Independence 
• Stamp Act 
• Townshend Acts 
• Boston Massacre  
• Boston Tea Party 
• Proclamation of 1763 
• Intolerable Acts 
• Thomas Paine- Common Sense 
• Treaty of Paris 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S1 C3 PO2 
(PS)   Describe the reasons for colonization of America (e.g., religious freedom, desire for 
land, economic opportunity, and a new life). 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C3 PO3 
(PS)   Compare the characteristics of the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies: 

• Colonial government,  geographic influences, resources, and economic systems 
religious beliefs and social patterns 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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S1 C4 PO1 

(PS) Assess the economic, political, and social reasons for the American Revolution 
• British attempts to tax and regulate colonial trade as a result of the French and 

Indian War 
• Colonists’ reaction to British policy ideas expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence  

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C4 PO2 
(SS)   Analyze the effects of European involvement in the American Revolution on the 
outcome of the war. 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C4 PO3 
 (PS)  Describe the significance of major events in the Revolutionary War 

 

 

 C5 
PO
4 

(PS)  Describe the impact of European-American expansion on native peoples. US & AZ History Resources 

  

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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Creation of a New Government    (Duration  3 – 5 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Recognize the weaknesses and related impacts of the Article of Confederation. 
2. The Constitutional Convention was called to address the Articles of Confederation and create a stronger central government.  
3. The Constitutions ratification was a result of a series of compromises. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How does the Constitution both grant power to and limit authority of the federal government? 
2. What compromises led to the passage of and ratification of the Constitution? 
3. What provisions did the framers make to ensure that the Constitution remains a living document? 
4. What events from the 1780’s to 1800 led to the formation of political parties? 
5. What fundamental rights does the Bill of Rights protect?  
6. How did the Marshall Court expand the power of the federal government? 

Vocabulary • Articles of Confederation 
• Great Compromise 
• Bill of Rights 
• Supreme Court 
• Separation of Powers 
• Federalism 
• Popular sovereignty 
• Marbury v. Madison 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S1 C1 PO5 

(SS) Evaluate primary and secondary sources for: 
• authors’ main points 
• purpose and perspective 
• facts vs. opinions 
• different points of view on the same historical event 
 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C4 PO4 

(PS) Analyze how the new national government was created: 
• Albany Plan of Union influenced by the Iroquois Confederation 
• Articles of Confederation 
• Constitutional Convention 
• struggles over ratification of the Constitution 
• creation of the Bill of Rights 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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S1 C4 PO5 

(PS)  Examine the significance of the following in the formation of a new nation: 
• presidency of George Washington 
• economic policies of Alexander Hamilton 
• creation of political parties under Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton 
• the establishment of the Supreme Court as a co-equal third branch of 

government under John Marshall with cases such as Marbury v. Madison 
 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C4 PO6 

(SS)  Examine the experiences and perspectives of the following groups in the new nation: 
• property owners  
• African Americans 
• women 
• Native Americans 
• indentured servants 

 

US & AZ History Resources 

 

  

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

11 R  

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 
causation which can be supported by details from the 
text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 
students are to acknowledge that causation is not 
complete and clear 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 
noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 
Students identify the parts of text and how they work 
together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 
supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 
statements. They recognize the power of voice and 
diction in texts. 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

• Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

• Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
 

• Provide a concluding 
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statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
argument presented 

 

11 R  

• Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 
• Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 
• Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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text as a whole. 
 

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

   

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 
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counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


